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beautiful in.person, inured to hardship, never had air
illness, and was vigorous and active to the end of his
life. He had taken the cross, intending to join St. Louis
and Edward of England in their crusade, and meant to
have been at the rendezvous at Cartilage, where his
Moorish experience might have been of use; but a
tempest dispersed his thirty ships, and drove him into
a small French port, where he learnt the tidings of the
French king's death. He was his own chronicler, and
kept up his active life till, in 1376, he was much grieved
by a defeat his sons received from the Moors. Falling
ill, he resigned his crown to his son Pedro, and assumed
the Cistercian habit, made public confession of his sins,
and lamented his ill example, and died on the
25th of July, having lived seventy-six years and
reigned seventy. No one save Louis XIV. ever had
so long a reign, and no one ever so long a period of
personal government, since Jayme took the reins into
his own hands at twelve years old.